Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i^i, I m. ^ 3- A- 



r 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE BEQDEST OF 
EVERT JANSEN WENDELL 

(CLASS OF 1882) 
OF NEW YORK 




* 




DELIVERED SEPTEMBER 25, 1827, 



AT THE ORDINATION 



OF THE 



BVr. irATRAJRB& WAUB0, . 

AS rASTOR OF THB FIRST CHURCH IN BELFAST, MAINE. 



BY JOHN SMITH, 

PfofuMW of ThtolQgy^ in the Seminary^ Bangor. 



PUBUSHED BY REQUGST. 






BELFAST : 
PnratSD BY EPHRAIlf FSLLOWM< 



1828. 



U^\}^^ d,^ 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

FROM 

THE BEQUEST OF 

EVERT JANSEN >NiNMkk 

m9 



sai^icon. 



EZEEIEL XXI, tl. . 

I WILL OVERTURN, OVERTURN, OVERTURN It, AND IT SHALL 
BE NO MORE, tJNTIL HE COME WHOSE RIGHT IT IS, AND 

I WILL 0IVE IT HIM. 

The revolutions here predicted were to prepare 
the way for the advent of the Saviour, and, ultimatelr, 
for the universal spread of the gospel. The ritual 
institutions of the Jewish economy 'yrere to be remov- 
ed ; the sceptre was to be taken from the kings of Ju- 
dah, and given to him who has a right to universal 
dominion. 

'" Thus saith the Lord God, remove the diadem, 
and take away the crown, exalt him that is low, abase 
him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn 
it, and it shall be no more, until he come whose right 
it is, and I will give it him." 

I design to show 

I. That Christ has a peculiar right to universal da- 
minion. 

II. That God will give him his right 

III. By what means God will give Christ his right. 
I. I am to show that Christ has a peculiar right to 

universal dominioi;i. 



1» This appears from the promises ivhich were 
made to him as Mediator ; promises grounded on the 
covenant of redemption, which existed from eternity. 

The counsels of eternity were gradually disclosed in 
the promises and predictions concerning the coming 
of Christ, his mediatorial government,' and final victo- 
ry over his enemies. 

It wan predicted that *^ his throne should be as the 
days of heaven ;"r— that " the government should be 
upon his shbulder ;" — that " of the increase of his gov- 
ernment there should be qo end,'^ — that there should 
be given unto him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
thai all people, nations and languages should servo 
him, whose dominicm is an everlasting dominion, which 
sl^all not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed ; — that he should " travel ip the 
greatness of his strength," be " mighty to save," and 
^ rule in the midst of bis enemies ;"•: — that he should 
" aei¥l the rod of his strength out of Zion ;" — that his 
" people should be willipg in the day of his power ;" — 
and that he should have the " heathen for his inherit- 
ance, an4 the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos- 



session." 



That these promises and predictions relate to Christ, 
there can be no reasonable doubt. It is equally evi'- 
dent that they are grounded on the covenant of re- 
demption, which secures to Christ, as Mediator, the 
right of universal dominion. 

2. Christ erected all things for himself. 

*' All things were created by him and for him," as 
Mediator. The sea is his for he made it, and his 
hand formed the dry land. He settled the mountains 
and hills, made the earth, even every part of the dust 



iiiiMi^Mi '■■■1^ ^1 ^^^^a^^ima^miMi^tmma^mmm 



of the world. !!• prepared the heavens, established 
the clouds above, set a compass upon the face of the 
deep, gave to the sea his decree that the waters 
should not pass his command. He garnished the hea- 
vens. The sun and moon are the work of his 
hand. H^ set the planets moving in their orbs, fixed 
the stars, and called them bj their names by the 
greatness of his might* " He formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and he became a living souK'^ He plants 
kingdoms, gives to states and empires their forms of 
government, laws and immunities. He created all the 
angels of light. " For by him were all things crea- 
ted, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
principalUies, or powers, all things were created by 
him and for him, and he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist. And he is the head of the bo- 
dy, the church, who is the beginning,^ the first born 
from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the pre-eminence," 

It was the design of Christ, in creatmg angels in 
heaven^ and men on earth, to unite the elect of both 
worl ds in one glorious kingdom. God " hath purpos- 
ed in himself, in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times" to " gather together in one all things in Christy 
both which are in heaven, and which arc on^ earth; 
even ia him, to reconcile all things unto himself," by 
Jesus Christ, " in whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named." Angels, though they are called 
gods, are commanded to worship Christ. " Let all 
the angels of God worship him." > *' Worship him all 
ye {jods." He is M^orshiped by angels, as " worthy 
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to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strengtb, and honour, and blessing," In worshiping 
Christ, believers are associated with an innumerable 
company of angels. 

When Christ came into the world, he came unto 
his own ; into the world which he himself had made, 
unto his own church, which he had established under 
the Jewish economy. He came to abolish the typical 
rites of that economy ; but to continue and enlarge 
the same church, under a new and more glorious dis- 
pensation. In governing the whole creation, and ma- 
king it subservient to thp interest of his kingdom, he 
exercises his just right of dominion over the works 
of his own hands. 

3. The death of Christ is assigned by the apostle as 
a good reason for his being exalted to his mediatorial 
throne. 

He is thus exalted " because he poured out his soul 
unto death." "He humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him^ and 
given him a name which is above every name : that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth : And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

The death of Christ was an event of immense im* 
portance. It was an amazing display of benevolence, 
or righteousness, or general justice ; a display with 
which his Father was well pleased ; because by it he 
"magnified the law, and made it honourable," and 
opened a way for the justification, or pardon of be- 
lievers* Goi made it manifest that he was well 
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pleased with the atonement of Christ, and that he 
considered him as haying a right to the houours of 
his mediatorial throne, when " he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in heavenly 
places, far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come : And 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head 
over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that fillet h all in all.'' 

The right of Christ to universal government is in- 
separable from his real divinity ; as is likewise his 
ability to make an atonement, and perform the other 
parts of the work of redemption. Though in this 
work he acts in subordination to his Father, and is 
the subject of grants and promises, these grants 
and promises cannot be realized ; nor could the essen- 
tial parts of the work of redemption have been per* 
formed, by a being who is not self existent and inde- 
pendent Can a being possess a throne equal in dur- 
ation to the days of heaven ? rule in the midst of his 
enemies ? make his people willing in the day of hi» 
power ? could he make a sufficient atonement ? and 
accomplish the work assigned to Christ as mediator, 
and not possess all the essential attributes of the Dei^ 
ty ? Does not the act of creating all things imply, 
not only a right to govern them ; but, likewise, that 
he who has this right, has displayed the perfections of 
the supreme, eternal God in creation? Besides, does not 
a right to universal government imply ability to govern 
the universe ? A created being has not power ^uffi-. 
cient to exercise universal dominion, and, ot course, 
(an haye no right to such dominioii. There is np ia*^ 
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-d^Mtslincy in beliering, that the Father, as holding 
the throne of the Godhead in the work of redemp- 
tion, has delegated to Christ, as mediator, the right 
of gorernii^ the world. But is not the supposition 
absurd, that God the Father delegated this r^ht to 
one wlio is dependent for his own existence ? 
4. The design of Christ is infinitely benevolent 
tie designs to display the wisdom, and power and 
grace of God in the salvation of an innumerable mul- 
titude of fallen creatures from endless misery ; thej 
are likewise to be confirmed in a state of eternal, in- 
creasing felicity. How unworthy to be compared 
with this, are the ambitious yiews of the rulers of the 
kingdoms of this world! They claim the right of 
empire, and assemble and combine the strength of 
nations to enforce their claims. ^ They build kingdoms 
to decay, plant thrones to be orerturned, and place 
crowns on their own heads, in defiance of the author- 
ity of him, who has a right to the throne of heaven ; 
and to rule over all the kingdoms of men. 

I proceed to the second thing proposed, viz i-^^ 
IL To show that God will give Christ his rights 
He will overturn and remove all opposition to the 
kingdem of Christ, and to that universal dominion, to 
which, as Mediator, he has a peculiar right. 

1. God will overturn every kingdom that is oppesed to 
the kingdom of Christ. 

Revolutions of empires prepared the Avay for the 
coming of Christ. The Assyrian, Persian, Grecian, 
and Roman empires were raised up and overturned, 
in succession, to prepare the way for Christ to come 
and set up his kingdom, that shall stand forever. The 
Roman empire, whose opposition to the kingdom of 



dhrist has been implacable, bxA of long contifiuSfifisfeV 
has often been overturned but not destroyed PapaJ 
Rome still es^ists in opposition to the true dhurch^' 
But the millenium is hastening on^ afid this empire of 
darkness and fiin, will be consumed by the Spirit of 
Christ, and by the brightness of his appearing. All 
nations that continue to oppose th£ f'eligion of Christy 
are destined to rilih. " Fdr that nation and kingdom 
fhat will not serv6 him dhall perish, yea^ those nations 
shall be utterly wasted." 

2. God will overturn every sdieim of reUgion uohick 
is opposed to the Christian schemes 

The gospel contains a system of doctrine]^ highly 
honourable t6 Christ. It ascribes to him a combina- 
tion of all divine attributes^ a dignified character anct 
office, a work the most important thsPt was evef tm-' 
dertaken, and the right of universal government/ ft 
siscribes to man, deep deprayityy the guilt of reb^liti|gf 
against his Creator, entire dependence, and tremen* 
dous danger. Opposition to the gospel naturally 
grows out of an unrenewed heart ; false schemes' of re^ 
ligion aris6 from the same corrupt ffourc^. Opposi^ 
tion to the truth changes in notlringhutin the mt)de of 
its operation. No strange thing happens, when serk 
<Jus attempts are madi^ to degrade the character of thcT 
Saviour, to set aside bis atonemtent, and to persuade 
men to trust in the form without the power of godlfk 
mess^ But every scheme of religion which dbniesthe 
rights of Christ is to be abolisbed. 

In due time God will pour' his Spirit morer copiot]^«7 
I^ upon Christian nations, and cause the gospel to be 
preached, amidst the effusions of the Holy Ghog^y M 
lim whol^ heathen world. The imaginary ^pAs bi 
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mere nottinal Christians, will as certainly perish, a? 
the gods of the heathen. ^ The gods that hare not 
made the heavens and the earth, even they shall per* 
ish from the earth, and from under these heavens.^ He 
that ^^ made the earth by his power,^ established the 
iprorfd by his wisdom,'' and ^ stretched out the hea- 
ycns by his discretion," — he " whose rig%i it isj^ ** shall 
feigo King of nations." ^^ From the rising of the sun 
^Yenunto the going down ef the same$ my name shall 
be great among, the Gentiles, and; in every place in- 
cense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offer- 
ing, for my name shall be ^feat among the heathen, 
saith the Lord of ho^ts." 

The work assigned to Christ as Mediator is great. 
To sudue such a formidable rebellion, which has 
spread over the whole habitable world, and has been 
carried on with so much success about six thousand 
jears, is a work of immense magnitude — ^a work of 
timeb The enemies of Christ nmst have opportunity 
to do their utmost^ to make fiill trial of their wisdond 
and power,-r7to exhaust thdr resources ; and then, 
bis final victory will b^ honorable and glorious. He 
will triumph over prindpalities knd powers, and all the 
combinations of itnsanctifted men/ Their counsels are 
crossed by the counsels of heaven. ' Their selfish 
schemes of religion are wide from the truth, and clash, 
abt only one with another^ but with the general inte* 
rest of Christ's kingdoiii. His plan of operation 
8{)reads over the world ;-^oter all the discordant plans 
of his enemies, and overturns their selfish schemes of 
l^ligioa He exerts his power, assumes his right/ 
add reigns iorever and eter. 
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3. The influence of worldly wisdom against the rdi'- 
gion of Christ is to be destroyed. 

In Chrisf s time there were men who claimed to be 
wise and prudent, from whom the glory of the gospel 
was hid. Paul said that, "the world by wisdom 
knew not God'' — **The wisdom of this world is fool- 
ishness with God."—** The Lord knoweth the thoughts 
of the wise that they are rain.!' The iiifluence oF 
worldly wisdom against the gospel, was not confined 
to the apostolick age. Jt has existed in every age 
^nd nation where the gospel has been preached. Uii^ 
believers are apt to think that they have an exclusive 
claim to wisdom, — ^^that it will dje wijih them. But 
alas ! alas ! what wisdom is this, that rejects him in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know* 
ledge ! Such wisdom is unsanctified— unholy j-^poUut"* 
ed— deeply polluted, even to the very core. It is riot 
unlike the wisdom of the ** god of this world who 
blinds the minds of them that believe not." 

But human wisdom and talents have been sanctified 
and devoted to Christ. Some of the mighty and no^ 
ble iiave been effectually called by his grace. Some 
of the rich among the people have ijatreated his fa- 
vour. Kings and princes have brought presents and 
offered gifts to him who has a right to be honoured^ 
as King of kings, and Lord of lords. The time will 
come when human wis4pin and wealth will be be corif 
secrated to the Saviour. When the philosopher will 
glory in the (^ross of the Lord Jesus Christ, ^ when 
the lofty look of men shall be humbled, and the haugK* 
|iness of men shall be bowed* down, and the Lord 
^lone shall be exalted." 
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4. (^o4 v)itt overturn and remove all opposition to the 
fights of Christ within the limits of the visible churchy 

Christ has a right to divine worship in his Church. 
He claims it of bis ministers, and all other christians. 
'J'hese cl^jips ivili not be proudly and perse verrngljr 
resisted by tho^tO who have been redeemed by his 
Jblood/ The redeemed will unite with angels routid 
j^bpift the throne, in worshipping the I^^afnb that 
was slain^ jpho sitteth upon the throne ;— t(;A,o livethjor^ 
pver qnd ever. God will purify the worship of the vis- 
ibly church by removing error ; by influencing profess- 
jng christians to conform to his word, in the articles of 
their fa^ith, in the object of their affections, ^nd in th^ 
lenour pf their lives. Every form of doctrine which 
does no^ rept op the reat divinity of Christ, ajl reli- 
gious affections which have another Saviour for their 
pbject,,and all thq worship which does not a^qribe di- 
|rii)p ^ppojijr to him whose fight it is, will, in God's 
appointed time, be laid aside. Then he who is ^^ the 
Prince of the kings of the earth," will walk amidst 
tl^e golden candlesticks holding the stars in his right 
Jiand ; shedding hi^ glory upon the churches, causing 
ty\ex(^ to shine in the purity of their doctrine, apd in the 
|I]i# bisauty of a ho]y li/e. 

Christ claims the th^rone ii| every heart. A simi- 
lar c},aimis nyade by the prince of darkness. Whose 
jpl^jm shall prevail ? ^JThom shall naen worship ? Con- 
^iDepijng this question a controversy exists which has long 
j^jtj^tedthe )vorld. Some are for C^n's/, and sonije 
|kjgaigst hio). In the counsels of eternity this grand 
Ijueftipn was decidj^d. The decision was in favour of 
phfist. But a mighty conflict >yas to ensue, and cop- 

^P thfough the rjpyolutions of a^es. More than 
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eighteen hundred years have passed away since Christ 
came and claimed his right. The triumphs of his cross 
have been gradually spreading over the world ; they 
Avill continue to spread, until all nations shall acknow-r 
ledge his right, and call him blessed^ 

I proceed to the third thing proposed, viz :— 

III. To show hy 'what means God will give Christ his 
Height* 

God has appointed the preaching of the gospel as 
the principal means of subduing the world to the obe- 
dience of Christ. It is not every kind of preaching 
that is calculated to produce this effect ; but that only 
by which the fundamental doctrines of the gospel are 
exhibited in their proper connexion. Not a link can 
be spared from that chain of gospel truth, which 
reaches from the deep abyss of human depravity to 
the blissful abode of the blessed in glory. 

Some of the doctrines inseparably connected in the 
Christian scheme, are — depravity, election, regenera- 
tion, justification through the atonement of Christ, and 
the final perseverance of all true believers. Con- 
nec,ted with these doctrines, are the trinity of the 
Godhead, the divinity of the Saviour, the sufficiency 
of his atonement for the purpose of extending the in- 
vitations of the gospel to all men, the consistency of 
human agency with the agency of the Holy Ghost in 
renewing the soul, and the eternal separation of saints 
from sinners in the future world. Take one of the 
fundamental doctrines from the Christian scheme and 
you destroy the connexion. The preacher who in- 
culcates some of the doctrines of the bible, and open- 
ly denies others of equal importance, may produce an 
<jffect Mpon hi? hear.ers ; but it will probablj be an e& 
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feet, in its nature, and its duration, very diifcrent from 
that which is produced by the faithful preaching 6t 
the gospel. The preacher who denies or withholds 
a part of revealed truth because his heart is opposed 
to it, needs the renewing of the Holy Ghost to pre- 
pare him for his high and holy calling. Jle who is 
not capable of understanding the plain truths of the 
bible in their connexion, had better engage in any other 
employment, than in that of preaching the gospel. That 
faith which is wrought in the soul by the holy Spirit, 
Receives the harmonious scheme of Christian doctrine 
as true, and worthy of all acceptation) ano rejects ev* 
ery other scheme as false and dangerous, is essential 
to the character of a good minister of iChrfst Preach^ 
ing Christ crucified implies preaching all his doctrines ; 
hnd this is God's appointed meaii|S of bringing men in* 
|o his kingdom. Preaching anoiljier gospel may have 
influence on the moral habits of mep. It may quiet 
their consciences, strengthen their false hopes, and 
Imooth their path to ruin ; but it has no tendency to 
change the heart, and subdue the soul to the obedi- 
ence' of Christ. An appeal may be made to facts. 
Where does God send his holy Spirit ? What kind of 
preaching does he usually bless as the means of the 
conviction, conversion, and salvation of &itinors ? The 
case is tpp plain to need a reply. Reason and con- 
science w31 speak the truth on this; subject. Is there 
one in this assembly, who, as he extends his views to 
the judgment, will not say, give me a serious, plaio^ 
and faithful preacher, who will aim to save his hear- 
ers^ rather than please them; a preacher, who will 
so speakj not as pleasir^ merij but God who trieth his 
hearth Who in this assembly can deliberately think of 
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ihvA Vftst assembly, that will stand at the judgment 

seat of Christ, and of the separation that will then 

take place, and not say, give me a preacher, who will 

not shun to declare all the counsel oJ^God^-^-^who will ahn 

to be clear from the blood of 'all men. ^, 

In the application of this subject 1 remark, 

1. God has one grand design in his immense scheme 
of providence. 

It is his design to exalt Christ, to put down his ene- 
mies, to give him his rights to extend his hojy kingdomii 
and cause all nations to lay their glory at his feet. 
Subservient to this design is his >vhole scheme of 
providence. It extends to every thing. Nothing is 
too great or too small to be included. " It is as high 
as heaven, what canst thoti do ?" ^ng^'^ desire to look 
into it : — ^ deeper than hell, what canst thou know ?^' 
it defeats the designs of the world of darkness. Its. 

* -it •• 

greatness infinitely exceeds our comprehension ; but it 
is as lawful for us as for abgels to desire and try to look; 
into it, to the utmost of our ability. In all that God, 
has done in governing tlie world, and continuing the 
cniirch, there has been a gradual disclosure of his wise 
and benevolent design, which will be fully accomplish-^ 
ed in the consummation of the glory of Christ's king- 
dom. 

2. God justly claims the exclusive right of over- 
ruling moral evil for the accomplishnaient of his holy 
and wise scheme of providende. 

The errors and divisions of the visible church are 
sins, which God will over-rule for good. In his perfect 
and universal government, the 6n(2 justifies the mean^. 
But this principle is not the rule of our duty. We 
should not promote error, division, nor approve of 
the conflicting interests of the various sectaries in re- 



ligion, nor speak of them as desirable, in themselre^ 
eonsldered, because God will over-rule them for the 
good of his kingdom. ^Vc should not assume the pre- 
rogative of Jehovah. It is the duty of Christians to 
"standfast in one spiritf with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel;" — to have nodivt- 
iion^ among themselves ; — ^*' to be perfectly jbined to- 
gether in the same mind, and in the same judgment ;" 
to " be of one accord, of one mind," to " love as breth- 
i"en" — " to jive in peaces" It is their duty, with hu« 
mility and meekness, but with great earnestness and 
decision, to maintain the rights of their Saviour ;— to 
stand in bold defence of truth, in opposition to errors 
and sins^ in the visible church, and out of the churchy 
trusting: in God to over-rule these evils for his own 
glory ^ — to cause the wrath df man to praise him, and 

restrain the rest. 

» t- 

3. The world helonss to Christ. 

He now governs it, though not with the consent of 
men in general, as will be the case in the millenium. 
jfn this world is his kingdom. Here it is to be contin^ 
ued, extended, strengthened, and become Exceedingly 
glorious ; and for sake of his own kingdom he now 
governs the nvhole creation. He has dominion over 
all the works of his hands ; over the natural world 
^'ith all its vast variety. He says, " every beast of 
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills^ 
I know all the fowls of the mountains; and the. wild 
beasts of the field are mrine : the world is mine and the 
ftilness thereof." 

The human race with all their natural and acquired- 
abilities, their agency and influence are under his do*-; 
minion. Equally so are all the angels of lights and 
^1 the powers of darkness.- Angek and principalitied^ 
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aad powers are subject unto him, and devils tremble 
and depart at his word. The gifts of miracles and 
tongues were bestowed by him, and he furnishes his 
ministers, at the present time, with all their ability to 
do good. The immense riches of grace are at his 
disposal ; he gives the water of life freely to whom 
he will. He plants churchesi gives them his laws 
and ordinances, furnishes them with pastors, and with 
ability to support them, seads his Spirit to make the 
preaching of the word effectual, and lifts up a stand- 
ard against the eneray^ To defend the church, until 
it shall extend its influence, and spread the gospel over 
the face of the earth, to fill the world with the glory 
of God, and make the whole creation subservient to 
this end, is the peculiar right of him whom God has 
made king in Zion. 

Under Christ, as head over all things to the Church, 
the saints shall inherit the earth. " They that wait 
on the Lord shall inherit the earth."—-**' The meek 
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace." — *' The saints of the Most 
High shall take the kingdom and possess it for ever 
and ever." As joint heirs with Christ all things are 
theirs. When they give their property to {promote 
the cause of Christ, they give him what was his owD 
before, and after it is given it is still theirs. The 
wealth of individuals, and of nations, belongs to Christ, 
and is used by him, in the hands of his friends^ to pro- 
mote the interest of his kingdom. This stamps a val- 
ue on property vastly above the common estimation. 
It is the joint interest of all holy beings, and the dispo- 
sal of it is in the hands of him whose right it is. 

4. The subject points out the path of duty to the 
candidate for ordination. 

3 
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My deak youkg Brother^ 

You are now to be ordained as a minister of Jesus 
Christ ; — to proclaim his rights as the supreme Lord 
df heaven and earthy and urge immediate submission to 
him, and obedience to his gospel. You are now to re^ 
ceive a commission to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ ; — to say to the friends of Zion thy God 
reigneth ; to bear his overtures of mercy to those 
who deny his rights^ and refuse to join with saints and 
angels in honouring him ; — to exhibit his exalted char- 
acter, his atonement, his terms of salvation ; and to 
win souls to him as the only Saviour of men. You 
are boldly to proclaim his right to universal dominion-; 
to the glory of his mediatorial throne ; and in his name 
demand submission to his doctrines and laws. You 
ate with all earnestness to vindicate the justice of his 
claims grounded on the original grant in the covenant 
of redemption, on the fact of his having created all 
things for himself^ on the value of the sacrifice which 
he offered, and on the benevolence of his designs. 
Show his right of dominion over men and angels ;-^ 
his power to open and shut the gates of heaven, and 
the gate of hell. Say to the irieads of Christ, behold 
your Friend, your Saviour, your King! Say to his ene- 
mies, Jesus reigns, submit yourselves. Open your 
hearts that the King of glory n>ay come in. Preach 
Christ crucified. Be faithful unto the death, and you 
shall receive a crown of life. 

Lastly. Let me affectionately urge all in this assewr 
bly to submit to Christ. 

There is no room to doubt of his final victory, and the 
complete ruin of his enemies. To accomplish this, all 
feis perfections stand engaged. Every act of opposi- 
tioiKto his kingdom will be overruled for its gener^ 
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interest, and for the ruJn of its opposers. Look at the 
situation of the enemies of Christ. View their cause 
as it stands connected with the government of God ; 
^— a cause in which they cannot will, nor speak, nor 
more without increasing their guilt, and h^Lstenfng their 
ruin. They stand within the limits of Christ's own 
empire, and deny his rights, and oppose the laws of 
his kingdom. In his vorld they liye, ai^ move, and 
hav^ their being ; they behold nothing, they make use 
of nothing, they enjoy nothing, but what Christ created 
for himself, and for the good of his own heritage ; yet 
they proudly deny his rights, contemn his authority, 
apd tread under their feet, not only his laws, but the 
blood of his cross, and his overtures of mercy.— 
What presumption is here ! 

Opposition to the kingdom of Christ is a dangerous 
work, yet many engage in it as though they felt safe, 
and sure of success. How many have spent their life 
in persevering endeavours to destroy the Christian re- 
ligion, and died in, the dreadful attempt ! Others have 
entered upon the work, with new cojirage and strength, 
as though they would accomplish it in a day ; and after 
the fruitles3 labours of three score years and ten, have 
died accursed. How many have thus lived,apd thus died! 
How many are now pursuing the same awful career, and 
preparing for the same tremendous dooip ! Genera- 
tions after generations have spent their lives in oppos- 
ition to Christ, and gone to give up their account. 
The surviving generation of unbelievers fall into thq 
i^anks of Christ's enemies, instead of those who are 
gone to bell, and with old weapons oppose the truth, 
as though they thought they were engaged in a new 
t^prk, They stand up for their cause with cqnfidencjB 
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and zeal, as if it were just, and afforded good hope of 
success ; — a cause in which millions after millions have 
lost their souls. They bring forth their strong reasons, 
which a thousand times have been proved to be false, 
and, as many times, condemned by their own pon- 
sciences. They cling to the hope of the hypocrite, by 
which multitudes have been deceived and ruined. 

Who can fully describe the infatuation and danger 
of the enemies of Christ ! Are there any such in this 
assembly ? On what do you rest your hope of futqre 
happiness ? Does it calm your fears to think of the 
number and respectability of your fellow-travellers in 
in the broad way? Will you combine your destiny 
with that of the enemies of the great Redeemer, and 
wait the issue ? Presumptuous thought ! The appear- 
ing of the Judge in the clouds of heaven, an4 the aw- 
ful decisions of the last day will disclose the danger of 
such a course. The Judge will be your enemy. The 
holy angels will be against you. Your consciences 
will condemn you. The elements will be the minis- 
ters of divine vengeance. Who will befriend you ? 
Who will stand up in your defence ? Can you flee from 
the face of the Judge ? or abide the day of his coming? 
He now offers to be your friend ; but if you continue 
to reject him, where will you find a friend, when he 
rejects you, and shuts against you the door of mercy ? 

You are earnestly and affectionately entreated to 
submit to Christ. This is your immediate duty. It 
is right — it is safe. His claims are just. He has a 
right to govern ; and you have no right to rebel. Give 
up the controversy while pardon is offered. Acknow- 
ledge that he is right — that you ar6 wrong. Give 
him your hearts, and unite with saints and angels in ex- 
alting him, whom all the angels of God are command- 
ed to worship. 



BY THE RET. BENJAMIN TAPPAN, OF AUGUSTA. 

My BBAA Brother: The day, anticipated with such 
trembling soh'citude, has at length arrived Already 
have you been set apart, by prayer and the imposition 
of hands, to the high and holy calling of a minister of 
Christ ; and a connection has been formed between 
you and this people, unutterably solemn in its nature, 
and important in its consequences, to you and them. 

That you may with good fidelity fulfil the ministry^ 
which you have received of the Lord Jesus^ two things 
are especially needful. Take heed unto thysel^, and un- 
to the doctrine. 

Takb heed unto thyself. Endeavour to have your 
own mind richly furnished with Divine knowledge. 
Be not content with indistinct and superficial views ot 
revealed truth. Drink deep at the sacred fountain. 
Labor with unceasing assiduity to be a scribe well in* 
structed into the kingdom of heaven. Prom this great 
object let not the love of literature, or of society, let 
none of the concerns and interests of the world ever 
divert your attention. But meditate upon those things^ 
which pertain to your duty and usefulness in the work 
of the ministry ; give thyself wholly to them^ that 
thy profiting may appear to all Take heed to your 
affections; and aim at hi^h attainments in the spirit 
and practice of the religion, that you are to teach. 
Be an example of the believers in deed^ in conversation^ 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Let your peo- 
ple see in your temper and conduct^ the true nature 
and excellency of the gospel of Christ ; that it is not a 
system of fine notions and abstruse speculations, to be 
admired and talked of; but of principles, which, being 



V 



82 

rightly understood, and cordially received, will exert 
a most powerful, salutary influence. Then do we 
most clearly and successfully hold forth the end oflife^ 
wheriy blameless and harmless^ the sons of God^ mthoui 
rebuke^ we shine as lights in fhe worlds by the naild and 
lovely radiance of a iruly christian example. That 
you may thus shine, keep your Divine Master constant- 
ly in view, and be mucn m prayer for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Take hebd to the doctrine. Beware that you do 
not substitute for the pure, life-giving doctrines of the 
Gospel of Christ the inv^entions and commandments of 
men. As a watchman^ whom God has appointed, you 
must hear the woM at His meuth, and warn the people 
fiom Him. If you sought to please men, you might 
pursue a different course. Withholding auch truths, as 
would be likely to give offence, you might speak smooth 
things^ and prophecy deceits. %o\i might say but little 
of the desperate wickedness ufthe human heart, and 
of the need of its being renewed by the power of the 
Holy Spirit; but little of the spirituality of the divine 
law, and of the tremendous penalty which it denoun- 
ces. Vou might be very cautious of reproving fash- 
ionable vices, or of disturbing the repose of the im- 
penitent by speaking to them of that fire which will 
not be quenched. But if joii please me% you cannot be 
the servant of Jesus Christ. To be approved by Him, 
you must not shun to declare all the counsel of God.'^ 
Vou have no right to expect, that men will be made 
alive by the power of the Gospel, until they are ac- 
quainted with their previous conaition of spiritual death. 
Their self-confidence must be shaken; their sins set 
in order before them ; the corruption of their hearts 
laid open ; their exposure to divine wrath perceived ; 
and their dependence upon God's sovereign mercy. 
Then point tneir attention to the cross of Christ ; and 
show them, how God can heiustj and thejustijier o^ 
him that believed in Jesus. Let the nature of evangelical 
faith and repentence be unfolded. Let the christian 
graces in general be describe^ and recommended ; the 
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various duties of a righteous, sober,, an^ gt>dly life h^ 
state4 and enforced. ^U sc^pture is given by insptriX'- 
iion o^ God : and thero^ is no revealed truth vvbich 
will not be conducive, ii properly exhibited and re- 
ceived, to the good of your hearers. Some doctrines, 
however, occupy a more -prominent place than others, 
in the system of revealed truth; are mors frequently 
brought to view in the scriptures; and have a more 
intimate connection with vital, practical godliness.-— 
These considerations you will not overlook ; and while 
you are careful to keep back nothing that may be pro- 
fitable, on some subjects, connected with the great sal- 
vation, you will dwell with peculiar frequency, ^and in- 
sist with peculiar earnestness. 

The effect of your instructions will^ in no small de- 
gree, depend upon the spirit with which they are im- 
parted. While you will regard it as a sacred duty, to 
contend earnestly jor thtfaith^onee delivered to the saints^ 
you will not forget the injunction to speak the truth in 
hve. Let the Gospel ever be maintamed in the spidt 
of the Gospel. The servant of the Lord must not strive^ 
but be gentle unto all men^ patient ^ in meekness instruct- 
ing those that oppose themselves. Let your di^ 
eourses be always scriptural. Not only aeri^^je the 
sentiments you advance from the word ol God, but let 
it clearly appear that you do— that the faith of your 
beard's may not stand in th^ wisdom ofmeny but in the 
power of God. — Let your preaching be plain, serious, 
affectionate, distinguishing and practical. — In leading 
the devotions of the sanctuary, stiidy fo»be simple, 
pertinent, comprehensive and fervent. 

So far as other duties will permit, you will maintain 
ar frequent intercourse^ by pastoral visits, with the peo* 
pie of your charge. These will give* you the first op- 
portunities of becoming intimately ^cq4jainted with 
their spiritual condition, and thus will best prepare 
you to adapt your instructions to their various neces- 
sities. In private you can often come much more di- 
rectly, and with betjler effect, to tiie case of the indi- 
vidual : and urge upon him, in a way not easily to be 
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evaded, theclaims of his Creator and the interests of 
his own soul. The expectations of a people, la refer* 
ence to the visits ol their minister, are sometimes un- 
reasonable,; yet it must be conceded, that his duty 
is but half ^performed, if he does not teach, like the 
great great apostle of the Gentiles, from hoi(|e to 
house. 

The sick and afflicted will receive your special at- 
tention. — It will be a peculiarly pleasing part of your 
work to give instruction to j he -lambs of the ftbck.— 
Let them not be neglected; but endeavor to win, by 
all lawful means, their affections, to acquaint them 
w ith the truths and duties of religion,and to make them 
feel both the obligation and the privilege of giving* 
their hearts to God. 

The ordinance of baptism you will administer, 
agreeably to our Saviour's direction, in the name of 
the Father,^ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to professed 
believers^ (if not baptised in infancy,) and to their 
households. To the members of Christ's visible 
church you Avill administer, as you may have opportu- 
nity, the ordinance of the holy supper. Aware of the 
serious evils, that would result to them and others 
from the intrusion into the christian church of unqual- 
ified persons, you will not encourage any to become 
its members, but such as exhibit the fruits of a true 
and saving conversion. In conducting, so far as it may 
belong to yoifr sacred office, the discipline of the 
church, do. nothing hastily, or under the influence of a 
wrong spirit : but with decision and firmness, temper- 
ed with meekncfts and love, endeavor faithfully to ex- 
ecute the rules pf the Gospel, as in the presence of 
Him, before whose judgment seat you must shortly 
appear. 

Whea .called to assist in setting any one apart 
to the work of the ministry, lay hands suddenly on 
no man^ neither be partaker oj^ other men* s sins, but keep 
thyself pure from the guilt of introducmg into the sac- 
red office those, who, being bli/kd leaders o^the blind^ 
woulfJ*but destroy themselves^ and those who htard'. 
them. 



Having suggested some of the prineipal duties ap- 
pertaining to your office, we would now charge you, 
dear brother, before God and the Lord Jesus Christy 
v)ho shall Judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and kingdom^ to be faithful in the work, to which you 
are this day devoting yourself. Your duties will be 
arduous ; awful your responsibility ; trials are to be 
expected ; and of yourself you are utterly insufficient. 
But you know who hath said, Lo^ I am with you aU 
ways. " Go forth, then, with alacrity and dilligence to 
the work assigned you, looking unto Jesus. In Him 
you may find, not only a perfect model, but an Almighty, 
Most Merciful, ever present Guardian, Counsellor, 
Supporter and Friend. Go forth, relying upon His 
grace, ready in all things to promote the interest of His 
kingdom, esteeming His favor as your richest reward ; . 
and He will not leave nor forsake you: He will 
prosper your endeavors to serve Him on earth, and 
will finally admit you to partake of His own glory and 
blessedness iir Heaven. 



RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 

BY RET. STBPHEN THURSTON OF PROSPEC^T. 

Dear Brother : Ever since you gave yourself away 
to the service of God in the church, you have looked 
forward with trembling solicitude to the day of your 

Sublick consecration to ^e ministerial office. This 
ay has, at length, arrived. Its solemn transactions 
are nearly passed. Heaven has loqked on with in- 
tense interest. The &ing of Zion bending from his 
throne, with joy, beholds one of those gifts presented 
to his church, for which ^^ he ascended up on high, and 
led captivity captive." The events of ttws day are 
recorded in the book of heaven ;• and a-re about to be 
sealed up to the day of final consummation. It is al- 
ready registered that you Ijave been solemnly conse*- 

4 • • • 



26 

crated to the work of the ministry by prayer, and the 
laying on of hands j that you are invested with the 
care of souls, and are charged " before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ," to watch lor them, as one " who 
must gire account" 

The office which you now sustain is pre-eminently 
responsible. It is fraught with labours, and anxieties 
ancl consequences of deepest interest. Its labours are 
sufficient to exhaust vour strength ; its anxieties to drink 
up your spirits ; and its consequences take fast hold of 
eternity, and will be lelt forever, either in the sensa- 
tions of unparalleled joy, or the thrill of inexpressible 
anguish^ ' Not one of all who shall attend on your 
ministry but what will take an impression from it' 
Avhich will either enhance his future glory, or add new 
pangs to the lashes of an unrelenting conscience. 

Yes, dear Brother, overwhelming as may be the 
thought, the consequences of your official labours will 
be felt to interminable ages. Cast your eye forward 
a few years, and draw aside the vail which conceals thq 
invisible world, and you will probably behold, on the 
07ie hand, a company of wretched souls, sending forth 
their loud lament, that they ever heard from your lips 
the messages of truth and love ; and on the other, a 
company of happy spirits, singing the high praises of 
God, that you were ever commissioned to preach unto 
them the everlasting gospel. '* To the one you will be 
the savour of death unto death ; and to the other the 
savour of Hfe unto life." 

Does your heart sink within you, in view of a work 
for which an angel's strength is insufficient ? We come 
then to offer you the encouragements and consolations 
which belong to your high office. We would direct 
your anxious thoughts to the gracious promises of our 
Divine Master. To every faithful herald of the Cross 
he says, " My grace is sufficient for thee ; — Lo, I am 
with you alway." Hei'e fasten your hope. By faith 
lay hold of these premises with an unyielding grasp.^ 
Lean upon the arm of the Saviour ; you can never 
sink with such 'a prop. 
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In addition to the kind promises of your Lord and 
Master, you will need the assistance, and the friendly 
co-operation of your fathers and brethren in the minis- 
try. This we fieely lender you- 

The ecclesiastical council convened on this occasion, 
having examined you as to your knowledge of doctrinal 
and experimental religion, have felt themselves author- 
ized solemnly to set you apart to the high office of an 
ambassador of the King ot kings and Lord of lords to 
revolted world. 

In their name, and by th^ir appointment, I now pre- 
sent to you this RIGHT HAND, which we you ask to 
receive as a token of our affection for you, and our conr 
fiieiice'myoM as a worthy fellow-labourer in the vine- 
yard of our Lord. We hereby acknowledge you as an 
accredited ambassador of Jesus Christ, invested with 
the same rights and privileges as ourselves. Hence- 
forth we claim no official superiority over you. " One 
is our Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren." 

You will receive this RIGHT HAND, also as a 
pled^e^ that we will watch over you with fraternal af- 
fection, and impart to you all that assistance in dischar- 
ging the varied and arduous duties of your office, 
which it is in the power of our hands to do. Wp 
|3romise you counsel in difficulty ; sympafhy in afflic- 
tion ; a share iu our aiTections ; and an interest in our 
prayers. We will endeavour to preserve your repu- 
tation from the malignant attacks of designing enemies. 
We will seek your honour and usefulness as a minister 
of Christ ; ' will rejoice with you when you rejoice, and 
weep with yon when you weep.'*' 

These things we promise to do for you, while you 
shall prove yourself a faithful minister of the New 
Testament. We will not leave nor forsake you 
while you shall cause the clarion of the gospel to sound 
loud and long, from the wails of our beloved Zion. 
So long as you shall make it give a certain sound, and 
faithtuTly and clearly dispense those great truths) 
which you now profess to believe ; and so long as you 
shall demean yourself in a manner becoming your sa- 
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cred office, fest assured of our continued fellowship^ 
and watchful care for you. 

But should you so far depart from ^^ the faith 
once delivered to the saints'* as to preach another goa- 

Eel, or swerve from the path of duty so as to cast dis- 
onour upon your office, th^ faithful wounds of a friend 
shall prove our love for you, but our pledges of fellow- 
ship and support shall no longer bind us. 

And now, dear Brother, we Welcome you to the 
vineyard of our Lord. We bid you welcome to the 
labours and cares, and responsibilities of the Christian 
ministryv These you wilt find to be numerous. The 
present is an age of action and enterprise. ^^ A minis* 
ler of the nineteenth century must expect no rest this 
side of heaven." But to all these labours we bid you 
welcome. Welcome also to the joys and consolations ; 
yea, thrice welcome to the glorious rewards of the 
faithful servant. 

We rejoice in the events of this day. We rejoice 
that the great Head of the Church has mercifully re- 
membered this ^ little flocK," and is permitting them 
once more to behold their teacher. \Vb rejoice that 
the breach made u^n Zion has so soon been re pair ed, 
and that the trumpet of the gospel is still to resound 
through this dreary valley, "Oyedry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord." 

Finally, dear Brother, we bid you God speed. May 
the King of Zion bless you, and make you a blessii^, 
and give you many souls as the reward of your labours. 
And when this theatre of blood shall be destroyed, 
and the heavens shall poiss away, may you and we hear 
fall from the lips of our Judge the transporting sen- 
tence, " Well done good and faithful servants, enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord*" 
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TO THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY. BY REV. S. L. POMROY. OF 

BANGOR. 

It has fallen to my lot on the present occasion to 
address the members of this Church and Society in 
behalf of the Council. This day, my brethren and 
friends, God has given you a man whom you may call 
your minister; and you will at once perceive that, 
from the relation subsisting between a minister and 
ople, many duties must arise, not only on his part, 
ut also on their part. Your minister having received 
from this council their solemn charge in relation to the 
duties of his office, it remains for me to remind you of 
some of the duties which you will owe to him. 

1. You will be careful of his reputation. He will 
not pretend to infallibility — he is a man — and being 
such, may err. Doubtless he will sometimes mistake 
the path of duty. But do not take occasion from the 
frailties incident to the best of men to injure his char- 
acter, and weaken the confidence which may have 
been reposed in him. You cannot be too careful in 
what terms you speak of him in the presence of your 
children and others. An imprudent word respect- 
ing him uttered in the hearing of your children, may 
possibly so prejudice their minds against him as to ren- 
der his admonitions and instructions useless, so far as 
regards them^ and in the end may be the occasion of 
their eternal ruin. If you think at any time that he 
has done wrong, or acted injudiciously, instead of going 
to this one and that one with a severe comment upon 
his conduct, go to him, tell him your views and feel- 
ings, and the reason of them. This may oftentimes 
b<i profitable to him, and will always be safe ior you. 
When you hear a report unfavorable to his character, 
be not anxious to give it circulation ; it may be false. 
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There are many evil^mindec} persons in the world, and 
nothing pleases them more than to hear and circulate 
evil surmisings about a minister. Be cautious there- 
lore what you say, and what you believe, respecting 
your minister. For when his reputation is destroyed, 
his usefulness is at an end. 

2. You will see that .competent provision is made 
for his support. The scriptures are plain upon this 
subject, if he imparts unto you of his spiritual 
things, it becomes your duty to impart unto him of 
your temporal things. They that preach the Gospel 
must live of the Gospel. The labourer is worthy of 
his hire. Whatever your eagagements with him may 
be, fulfil them punctually. If you neglect to pay him 
his stipulated salary ^t the time when it becomes due, 
you may occasion embarrassments that will follow him 
mto his study, and through the whole round of his 
duties, and greatly injure bis usefulness. It is highly 
important therefore that you should give him a com- 

fjetent support, and fulfil all your engagements with 
lim punctually. 

3. You must allow him time for study and retire- 
ment. However some men may pretend to inspira- 
tion, the days of inspiration are long since gone by.-— 
In these days, if a minister would possess the gift of 
tongues, he has a work and a labor to perform that 
will cost him many wearisome hours. You expect 
your minister to instruct you. But how can he do 
this, when he has no opportunity to instruct himself. 
If then you know the aays or the hours when he is 
busily employed in his study, do not interrupt him with 
a long call merely to ask him how he dfoes. ^' Be 
willing to forego a morning visit for the sake of a 
good sermon the next sabbaths" A people should al- 
ways consider that it is as much the duty of their min- 
ister to be continually extending the boundaries of his 
knowledge, as it is to visit from house to house, or to 
preach upon the sabbath. 

4. We would warn you against expecting too much 
labor from your minister. Not that we wish him to 
be an idle, gossiping, pleasure loving man ; far from it 
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But gome people seem to imagine that midisters are 
made of sterner materials than other men, and never 
need be weary or worn out. They wish their pastor 
to visit perhaps from morning till night nearly every 
day in the week — in addition to this, he must of course 
visit the sick, and the dying, and perform the last offi- 
ces for the dead ; and yet, when the sabbach arrives, 
they expect him to bring forth out of his treasury 
things new and old. Such unreasonable expectations 
have hurried many a minister into his grave leng be- 
fore his sun had reached its meridian ; or have compel- 
led him to abandon his post in order to save his life. 
Now we wish you to guard against these things, and 
prolong the life and usefulness of your minister. Ex- 
pect not too much labor from him. Do not find fault 
with him if he should not pay you a visit every week, 
• or every month- If he loves his work, he will do 
what he can. 

5« From you, my christian friends, your minister 
will expect a ready and zealous co-operation in his ef- 
forts to do good. He cannot do every thing himself 
—be willing therefore always to assist him when it 
lies in your power. When ne proposes to you some 
plan for doing good, let him never meet with coldness 
and indifference on your part. Nothing will disheart- 
en him more than to have the members of his church 
withhold their needed assistance. It will palsy his 
arm, and send him away to weep in secret plajces.— • 
Above all things, let prayers be offered for him with- 
out ceasing. He that sitteth in the heavens is a 
prayer hearing God. You can aid him in this way, if 
m no other. Prayer will make the words that proceed 
from his lips sharper than a two-edged sword — pierce- 
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit. 
In your closets— in your families — in your social prayer 
meetings, remember your minister. Prayer has dis- 
solved the gloom of a dungeon, and knocked off massy 
fetters — and this it will often do, in a figurative sense^ 
for him. 

6. We have one word to say to those members of 
the society who are destitute of the religion of Christ. 
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Your minister will probably be called to attend some 
of you on the bed of death. Shall be then witnei^ 
the triumphs of your faith ? or hear from your lips 
the wailings of despair ? and when he shall consign 
your bodies to the grave, tell me, shall he do it with 
the hope of seeing them rise to a glorious immortali- 
ty? or with the dreadful expectation that you will 
rise to shame and everlasting contempt ? These are 
momentous questions — questions which you can and 
must decide for yourselves. Listen to his instructions 
as for your life. The great day is at hand — and we 
charge you by all its fearful solemnities, to give dili- 
gent heed to the warnings and instructions of your be- 
loved pastor. 

Finally — .to this audience in general let me say, we 
shall meet again — not here, but in that unseen world, 
towards which we are so rapidly hastening. It will 
be a solemn meeting. There will be the Judge of the 
quick and the dead sittiag in robes of judgment. Eve- 
ry eye will be rivetted upon him, and as you stand 
there, memory will run back with most fearful rapidi- 
ty through all the scenes of this probationary life. — 
The thirds which you have seen and heard this day 
will spring up afresh in your recollection. Your hearts 
will be laid open — and your characters be exposed 
without a covering. Whoever and whatever you may 
be, your sentence will be pronounced for eternity. — 
The gates of heaven and hell will then bi closed, nev- 
er to DC opened again. Are you prepared to stand 
the test of that trying hour ? Are you sure that your 
hope will not perish when God taketh away the soul ? 
If not, you have no time to lose. It will be but as a 
watch of the night, before the last trumpet will sum- 
mon you away. He that believeth shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall perish in his iniquity. 
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